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P R E F A C E. 


PHE late repeated applications of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters to parliament for a repeal of the 
poration and Teſt Acts, have drawn the atten- 
n of the members of the legiſlature, and of our 
untrymen at large, as well to the examination of 
principles and pleas upon. which ſuch applica- 
ns have been made, as of thoſe political argu- 
nts, or more properly political deluſions, upon 
ich ſuch applications have hitherto been reſiſted. 
Many very judicious publications have been 
en to the world, which would more than ſatisfy 
doubts and ſcruples of reaſonable men, who 
gt their conviction from the principles of 
Itianity and proteſtantiſm, from the principles 
uſtice and ſound policy. But there yet remains 
omg a certain deſcription of men, a tenacious 
| infatuated adherence to the degrading ſyſtem 
ntolerance and ſuſpicion ; who while they ac- 
wedge the proſtitution of a chriſtian ordinance, 
conyerting the commemoration of the death 
Criſt into a qualification for a civil office, — 
t that pure unmixed love for the religion of 
Maſter, which ſhould make them actively 
dus to remove the offence; who while they 
the juſtice of the pretenſions of the Proteſtant 
A 2 Diſſenters 
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Diſſenters, are alarmed by ſuſpicions created | 
their own prejudiced and deluded imagination, 

It is with a view of removing theſe ground 
prejudices and jealouſies, by the exhibition of 
ſeries of hiſtoric facts, and in oppoſition to erty 
aſſertions made in the Houſe of Commons reef 
ing king William, that the following pusl ie pocy 
MENTS, declaratory of the principles of the Protel 
tant Diſſenters, and proving that the repeal of 
Corporation and Teſt acts was earneſtly deim 
by king William III. king George I. and fy 
ported by ſome of the beſt and greateſt chan 
ters in this country,—are now collected and put 
liſhed, —They are committed to the preſs allo 
authentic chronological teſtimony of the polis 
and conſtitutional principles of the Proteſtant Di 
ſenters from the revolution. 

As chriſtians, it becomes our brethren off 
eſtabliſhment, cordially to join in forwarding 
application to the legiſlature for the repeal oft 
laws in queſtion : as chriſtians they are equi) 
tereſted in the abolition of every ſtatute that d 
graces our common faith in Jeſus Chriſt, » e g. 
meſſenger and prophet of God; and we tru: 0808 the 
will at no very diſtant time be equally deus BF - 
remove ſo great a ſcandal and reproach. Are 
men may differently underſtand ſeveral imp; „ 
articles of our holy religion, they ought to have 
common deſire to ſupport the honour and ct 
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K thoſe ſcriptures which they conceive to be of 
ine original. And as this diverſity of judgment 
umvoidable among men, it ought not to lead to 
breach of charity, but, on the contrary to 
romote it, as it gives occaſion for the exerciſe of 
hat mutual love, which is the moſt engaging part 
the chriſtian character. But as in this caſe, 
kind become more and more diſpoſed to allow 
0 others that liberty which they aſſume to .them- 
cles, and thereby preſerve charity, good-will, and 
ſection among each other; ſo the union of 
ent in acknowledging the religion of the goſpel 
0 be a religion from heaven, ſhould, of itſelf, unite 
nd animate us all alike to proteſt againſt any of its 
itutions being profaned to the ſecular views of 
en in this world: in this reſpe& we ought be as 
much united in removing ſo obvious and generally 
cknowledged a ſcandal from our religious profeſ- 
on, as in cultivating the moral duties of the goſ- 


4 jel, or in puniſhing the notorious breaches of 
em, 
of t 


Indeed, 'it would be unjuſt and contrary to the 
th, to ſay that churchmen, as ſuch, were now 
erally diſpoſed to vindicate this impoſition of 
e ſacramental teſt, Many have reprehended it, 
i the ſevereſt terms, and with the greateſt force of 
eaſon, authority and argument. Hoadley and Sykes 
Fere champions of the firſt name in their day, in 
us very controverſy ; and their writings will re- 
remain 
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main unanſwered; ſo long as the laws ate www 

It is not neceſſary here to enter into the d 
fence of thoſe conſcientious perſons who have 
fuſed to comply with the requirements of the ky 
in this reſpect ; or to apologize for thoſe who ham 
occaſionally conformed. —The demand of the ſtu 
is unreaſonable, unjuſt, and oppreſſive, in itſelf 
unconnected with every other conſideration: it f 
at the ſame time, uſeleſs, and comes ſhort of anſwer 
ing the pretended end for which it is made,—lt 
unreaſonable, to demand the uſe of a rite, cont 
to, and ſubverſive of, the deſign of its inftitution; 
it is unjuſt, as by ſuch miſuſe it tends to ſeclude 
conſcientious men from offices of truſt, whoſe ve 
integrity ſhould peculiarly recommend them; it i 
oppreſſive by reducing the party to the we 
of conforming, at the bidding of the ſtate, or re 
nouncing the truſt, becauſe of the teſt obtruded i 
thoſe who have no right ſo to apply an inſtitute 
deſigned for a very different purpoſe; it is uſelels 
as even the compliance with it is no certain ei 
dence that the receivers are even chriſtians, ind 
much as it is notorious, that, induced by the lm 
of profit or worldly honour, infidels are known tt 
have been partakers of this holy, but much abule 
ite. | 

Let us then hope that the day is dawning wt 
the juſt and equal liberties of Chriſtians, Proteſtam 
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nd Britons, will be confirmed by the authority of 
\ Britiſh Parliament: and when the legiſlature, with 
i chriſtian and patriot ſpirit, will repeal every penal 
u reſpecting matters of religion, which now re- 
mains the reproach of a proteſtant country, The 
evolutions on the continent of Europe can never 
te beheld by us with indifference. Inſtead of be- 
wir ing jealous of the increaſing conſequence which 
bey will give to neighbouring nations in the ſcale 
of power, or envious of their advancement in the 
enjoyinent of intellectual and civil liberty it will 
become us as men, as citizens of the world, and 
a3 Chriſtians, to rejoice with them: and it will be 
congenial with the ſpirit of Britons to emulate that 
public virtue, which, having borrowed its firſt light 
from the Britiſh iſles, has burned with ſuch luſtre, 
and is likely to be eſtabliſhed in ſuch unexampled 
purity, in the French nation. 

The ardent love of liberty has been our charac- 
teriſtic among ſurrounding nations; — let not the 
ſplendour of this noble paſſion, which has happily 
been communicated to others, be extinguiſhed in 
ourſelves. The poſſeſſion of territory is not de- 
pendent on our pleaſure, but the poſſeſſion of cha- 
acer is our own, and what we ought to ſuffer no 
man to take from us. Civil and religious liberty 
are equally valuable to every man; they improve 
and expand his faculties, and rouſe him to uſeful 
Energies. 
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energies. A crown unconnected with freedom i 
only the badge of ſervility, and the humiliation « 


king and people. 
January 9, 1790. 


P. S. The documents now publiſhed only com. 
prize the period of time from the Revolution to the 
death of George I. At ſome future opportunity 
it is not impoſſible that they may be continued to 
the preſent time. 
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(he Speech of King William the Third, on the fixteenth 
of March 1688, 


* the ſixteenth of March, 1688, when King William 
III. went to the houſe of lords, to give the royal 
afent to the bills for impowering his majeſty to appre- 
bend and detain ſuch perſons as he ſhould find juſt cauſe 
to ſuſpect were conſpiring againſt the government, and for 
amnulling Lord Ruſſel's attainder, he addreſſed the follow- 
ing ſpeech to both houſes of parliament : © Now I have 
the occafion of coming hither to paſs this bill, which I 
(hope will be for all our ſafeties, I ſhall put you in mind 
(of one thing, which will conduce much to our ſettle- 
' ment, as a ſettlement will to the diſappointment of our 
| enemies, | 

{I am with all the expedition I can, filling up the 
vacancies that are in offices of truſt by this revolution. 

J hope you are ſenſible there is a neceſſity of ſome 
dw to ſettle the oaths to be taken by all perſons to be 
admitted to ſuch places. 

*I recommend it to your care to make a ſpeedy proviſion 
for it; and as I doubt not but you will ſufficiently pro- 
vide againſt Papiſts, ſo I hope you will leave room for the 
faul of all Proteflants that are able and willing to 

e. 

Ss This conjunRion in my ſervice will tend to the better 
, niting you among yourſelves, and the ſtrengthening you 
againſt your common adyerſaries.” A 
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The Lords' Proteſt, on the twenty-firſt of March, 1639 


Die Jovis, 21% Martii, 1688, 


1 * E houſe having been in conſideration of the bill for 
abrogating the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, u 
eſtabliſhing others in their place, 
A clauſe for repealing ſo much of the Teſt AA as con. 
cerns the receiving of the ſacrament was read, 
And the queſtion being put, whether to agree to the 


faid clauſe ? 
It was reſolved in the negative. | 
Leave was given by the houſe to ſuch lords as will, tg 
enter their diſſents, and accordingly theſe lords following 
do enter their diſſents, for the reaſons following: 
1ſt, Becauſe a hearty union among Proteſtants is 
greater ſecurity to the church and ſtate than any teſt the 
can be invented. 
' 2dly. Becauſe this obligation to receive the ſacrament i 
a teſt on Proteſtants rather than on the Papiſts. 
3dly. Becauſe ſo long as it is continued, there cannot be 
that hearty and thorough union among Proteſtants as ha 
always been wiſhed, and is at this time indifpenſibly 
neceſſary. 
4thly. Becauſe a greater caution ought not to be 
required from ſuch as are admitted into offices, than from 
the members of the two houſes of parliament, who 1 
not obliged to receive the ſacrament to enable them to fit 
in either houſe, | 


| th 
NORTH AND GREY, | DELAMER, | STAMFORD, he 
CHESTERFIELD, GREY, P. WHARTON, di 
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The Lord“ Proteſt, on the twenty-third of March, 168 $. 
Die Sabbati 23% Marti, 1688. 


HOPE 3a vice lecta et billa, An act for the abrogating 
of the oaths of ſupremacy, allegiance, and appoint- 
ing other oaths. 2 

A rider (in parchment) providing, that no officer ſhall 
eur the penalties of the Leſt Act, in caſe he ſhall receive 
the ſacrament in any proteſtant congregation within a year 
before or after his admiſſion, was offered and read. 

And the queſtion being put, whether this rider ſhall be 
made part of the bill ? 

It was reſolved in the negative. 

Leave was given to ſuch lords as will, to enter their 
diſſents, and theſe lords do enter their diſſents in the rea- 
ſons following: 

iſt, Becauſe it gives great part of the proteſtant freemen 
of England reaſon to complain of inequality and hard 
uſage, when they are excluded from public employments 

allo 


1639 


bill for 
Y, and 


by a law, and alſo becauſe it deprives the king and kingdom 
tt be of divers men fit and capable to ſerve the public in ſeveral 
the ſtations, and that for a mere ſcruple of conſcience, which 


can by no means render them ſuſpected, much leſs diſ- 
affected, to the government. 
2dly. Becauſe his majeſty, as the common and indul- 


* gent father of bis people, having expreſſed an earneſt 
* deſire of liberty for tender conſciences to his proteſtant 
) ft ſubjeAs; and my lords, the biſhops, having divers of them, 
on ſeveral occaſions profeſſed an inclination, and owned 
the reaſonableneſs of ſuch a chriſtian temper ; we appre- 
" hend, it will raiſe ſuſpicions in men's minds of ſomething 


different from the caſe of religion or the public, or a deſign 
to heal our breaches, when they find by confining ſecular 
employments to eccleſiaſtical conformity, thoſe are ſhut out 
from civil affairs, whoſe doctrine and worſhip may be 
tolerated by authority of parliament, there being a bill 
before us, by order of the houſe, to that purpoſe ; eſpecially 
when, without this excluſive rigour, the church is ſecured 

in 
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of 
in all her privileges and preferments, nobody being hereby 
let into them who is not ſtrictly conformable. 
3dly. Becauſe: to ſet marks of diſtinction and humil 
tion on any ſort of men who have not rendered themſcya 
juſtly ſuſpected to the government, as it is at all times tov 
avoided by the makers of juſt and equitable laws, ſo 
it be particularly of ill effect to the reformed: intereſt 3 
home and abroad, in this preſent conjuncture, which 
ſtands in need of the united hands and hearts of all Pry. 
teſtants, againſt the open attempts and ſecret endeavoun 
of a reſtleſs party, and a potent neighbour, who is mo 
zealous than Rome itſelf to plant popery in theſe kingdom 
and labours with his utmoſt force, to ſettle his 
upon the ruins of the reformation through all Europe, 
4thly. Becauſe it turns the edge of a law (we know not 
by what fate) upon Proteſtants and friends to the govem- 
ment, which was intended againſt Papiſts, to exclude then 
from places of truſt, as men avowedly dangerous. to our 
religion and government; and thus the taking the ſacn- 
ment which was enjoined only as a means to diſcover 
Papiſts, is now made a diſtinguiſhing duty among Proteſt 
ants, to weaken the whole by caſting off a part of then, 
5thly. Becauſe myſteries of religion and divine worltip 
are of divine original, and of a nature ſo wholly diſtant 
from the ſecular affairs of public ſociety, that they cannot 
be applied to thoſe ends ; and therefore the church by the 
law of the goſpel, as well as common prudence, ought to 
take care not to offend either tender conſciences within 
itſelf, or give offence to thoſe without, by mixing ther 
ſacred myſteries with ſecular intereſts. | 
6thly. Becauſe we cannot ſee how it can confiſt with the 
law of God, common equity, or the right of any fre- 
born ſubject, that any one be puniſhed without a crime: 
if it be a crime not to take the ſacrament according to the 
uſage of the church of England, every one ought to be 
puniſhed for it, which nobody affirms ; if it be no crime, 
thoſe who are capable, andjudged fit for employments by tie 
king, ought not to be puniſhed with a law of excluſion, 
for not doing that which it is no crime to forbear: if it be 
urged ſtill, as an effectual teſt to diſcover and keep out 
Papiſts, the taking the ſacrament in thoſe proteſtant con- 
gregations 


1 


Umiliz tions where they are members, and known, will be at 
nſeng aft as effectual to that purpoſe. 

$ to be OXFORD, MORDAUNT, IJ. LOVELACE, 

o may R. MONTAGUE, IP. WHARTON, IW. PAGET, . 

reſt 2 

Which 

I Pro. 

wom J Petition from the Common Council of London, June 25, 
More 5 1 689. | 
— A PETITION from the common council. of the city 
* of Ng was * to on houſe of * 
rayinz, that our mo cious ſovereign ma 7 
* 2 all reſtraints of x 4 his — fubjefts indif- 


 ferently, in his military or civil ſervices, according to their 


_ (ſeveral qualities and abilities wherewith God Almighty, 
** © nature, education and experience have endowed them to 
"age ( that very end, that they might be uſeful to their king and 
wy (country, and therein ſerve God in their generation.“ 

em. 

1 — 

ſtant . g 
act 4rchbi/hop Tenniſon's Speech on the Bill againſt Occa- 


ſional Conformity, in 1704. | 
HEN the bill againſt occaſional conformity was 


thin 

thei brought into the houſe of peers (in 1704) for the 
ſecond time, Dr. Tenniſon, archbiſhop of Canterbury made 

the the following ſpeech, 

Tee- © The noble peer that ſpoke laſt, has conſidered the 

ne: * reaſons that are given for the occaſional bill itſelf, but I 

the * muſt confeſs I can ſee none that can ſatisfy me of the 

) be * neceſſity of it; I think the practice of occaſional con- 


me, * formity, as uſed by the Diſſenters, ſo far from deſerving 
the * the title of a vile hypocriſy, that I think it the duty of all 
on, moderate Difſenters upon their own principles to do it. 
be think that, however it may be diſapproved by ſome rigid 
out : Diſſenters, it ought to be encouraged by all good Church- 
on- men, as a likely means to bring them over. The employ- 
Ins 2 — 4 —_— religion from the eſtabliſhed, has 
been pradtiſed in all countries where liberty of 8 

3 © been 


[6] 


© been allowed, That we have gone further already in clas 
© ing Diſſenters, than any other country has done. Tha 
© whatever reaſons there were to apprehend our religion in 
danger from the Papiſts, when the teſt act was made, yet 
© here does not ſeem the leaſt danger to it from the Di. 
* ſenters now. But on the other hand, I can ſee very plain 
* inconveniences from this bill at preſent. As it is brought 
© in this laſt time indeed, they have added a preamble, which 
© though it was put in the firſt edition of the bill, was leſt 
© out in the ſecond, viz. That the act for toleration ſhould be 
© always kept inviolable. But the toleration act being to 
© take away all the penalties that a man might incur 
© going to a ſeparate congregation, and the occafional bi 
© being to lay new penalties upon thoſe that do it, how 
© they can ſay, that this is not, in itſelf, a violation of the 
© other I cannot wy eaſily comprehend. I doubt it will put 
c people in mind of what paſſed in France, where every 
© edict againſt the Proteſtants began with a proteſtation 
© that the edi of Nants ought to be always preſerved in- 
« yiolable, till that very edit was in expreſs words re 
© pealed. | 

245 a time that all Europe is engaged in a bloody and 
© expenſive war, at a time that this nation has not only 
© ſuch conſiderable foreign enemies to deal withal, but has 
© a party in her own bowels, ready upon all occafions to 
© bring in a popiſh pretender, and involve us all in the 
© ſame, or rather worſe calamities than thoſe from which 
© with ſo much blood and treaſure we have been freed, at a 
© time that the Proteſtant Diſſenters (however they may 
© be in the wrong by ſeparating from us) yet are heartily 
united with us againſt the common foes to our religi 
© and government ; what advantages thoſe, who are in 
© earneſt for defending theſe things, can have, by lefſening 
© the number of ſuch as are firmly united in this common 
© cauſe, I cannot for my life imagine. Therefore I am for 
© throwing out the bill, without giving it another reading. 
Memoirs of the Life of Archbiſhop Tenniſon, p. 10g. 
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Ne Lord“ Proteſt againſt the Schiſm Bill, June 1 5 


nin 1714. N 
* Die Martin, 15* Fun, 1714. 


O DIE za vice lecta oft billa, entitled, An act to pre- 


— vent the growth of ſchiſm, and for the further ſecurity 
hich if the church of England as by law eſtabliſhed. 

left The queſtion was put, Whether this bill, with the 
13, W&n:ndments ſhall paſs? "ARE | 
> to Contents 56 Non-contents 49 

, b Proxies 21 Proxies - 23 


FX l 7% 
[t was reſolved in the affirmative. 
Diſſentient, 

i, We cannot apprehend (as the bill recites) that great 
anger may enſue from the Diſſenters to the church and 
Pate, becauſe, 

|. By law, no Diſſenter is capable of any ſtation which 
an be ſuppoſed to render him dangerous. 

Il. And ſince the ſeveral ſets of Diſſenters differ from 
ch other, as much as they do from the eſtabliſhed church, 
they can never form of themſelves a national church, nor 
have they any temptation to ſet up any one ſet amongſt 
hem. For in that caſe, all that the other ſects can expect 
s only a toleration, which they already enjoy by the in- 
dulgence of the ſtate'; and therefore it is their intereſt to 
ſupport the eſtabliſhed church againſt any other ſect that 
ould atcempt to deſtroy it. 

2dly, If nevertheleſs the Diſſenters were dangerous, 
krerity is not ſo proper and effectual a method to reduce 
em to the church as a charitable indulgence, as is mani- 
kit by experience, there having been many more Diſſenters 
reconciled to the church ſince the act of toleration, than in 
the time from the act of uniformity to the time of the 
ad act of toleration, and there is ſcarce one conſiderable 
amily in England in communion with the Diſſenters: 
deyerity 4 make men hypocrites, but not converts. 
dl. If ſeverity could be ſuppoſed ever to be of uſe, yet 
dus is not a proper time for it, while we are 3 
Wit 
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with much greater dangers to our church and nxt b 
againſt which the Proteſtant Diſſenters have joined, and u 
ſtill willing to join with us in our defence, and there on 
we ſhould not drive them from us by enforcing the hu e) 
againſt them in a matter which, of all others muſt m 
ſenſibly grieve them, that is to ſay the education of thi" 
children, which reduces them to the neceſſity. either offi" 
breeding them in a way which they do not approve, o L 
leaving them without inſtruction. Fl 
4thly. This muſt be the more grievous to the Diſſente Le! 
becauſe it was little expected from the members of the - 
0 


eſtabliſhed church, after ſo favourable an indulgence i 
them, as the Act of Toleration, and the repeated dec 
rations and profeſſions from the throne, and former parli 
ments, againſt all perſecution, which is the peculiar bad 
of the Roman church, which avows and praiſes thy 
doctrine, and yet this has not been retaliated even upon 
Papiſts, for all the laws made againſt them have been the 
effect and juſt puniſhment of the treaſons from time t 
time committed againſt the ſtate. But it is not pretended 
that this bill is deſigned as a puniſhment of any crime, 
which the Proteſtant Diſſenters have been guilty of agin 
the civil government, or that they are diſaffected to the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, as by law eſtabliſhed: for i thi 
their zeal is very conſpicuous. 
5thly. In all the inſtances of making laws, or of argd 
execution of the laws againſt Diſſenters, it is v : 
able that the deſign was to weaken the church, and t 
drive them into one common intereſt with the Papilts 
and to join them in meaſures tending to the deſtruction 
it. Theſe were the meaſures ſuggeſted by popiſh counſels 
to prepare them for the two ſucceſſive declarations in tit 
time of King Charles II. and the following, iſſued by 
King James II. to ruin all our civil and religious rights 
and we cannot think that the arts and contrivances 6 
the Papiſts to ſubvert our church are proper means to P 
ſerve it, eſpecially at a time when we are in more dane 
of popery, than ever by the deſigns of the pretender, fu 
ported by the mighty power of the French King, who! 
engaged to extirpate our religion, and by great numbers 


in this kingdom who are profeſſedly in his intereſt. * 


EF.1 : 

6thly. But if the Diſſenters ſhould not be provoked 
by this ſeverity to concur in the deſtruction of their 
2untry and the proteſtant religion, yet we may juſtly fear 
may be driven by this bill from England, to the great 
. rejudice of our manufactures; for as we gained them by 
he perſecutions abroad, ſo we may loſe them by the like 
her of roceedings at home. | 
„e oY Laſtly. The miſeries we apprehend here are greatly en- 

„ed by extending this bill to Ireland, where the conſe- 
vences of it may be fatal, for ſince the number of Papiſts 
1 that kingdom far exceeds all the Proteſtants of all de- 
ominations together, and that the Diſſenters are to be 
rated as enemies, or at leaſt, as perſons dangerous to that 
urch and ſtate, who have always in all times joined, and 
ould ſtill join with the members of that church in their 
s mon defence againſt the common enemy of their re- 
on; and ſince the army there is much reduced, the 
roteſtants, thus unneceſſarily divided, ſeem to us to be 

poſed to the danger of another maſſacre, and the Pro- 
fant religion in danger of being extirpated. 

And we may further fear that the Scotch in Britain, 
hoſe national church is Preſbyterian, will not ſo heartily 
nd ſo zealouſly join with us in our defence, when they ſee 
hoſe of the ſame nation, the ſame blood, and the ſame 
gion, ſo hardly treated by us. 

, And this will ſtill be more grievous to the Proteſtant 
mart {enters in Ireland, becauſe whilſt the popiſh prieſts are 
nd to = cred, and fo indulged by law as that they exerciſe their 
gion without moleſtation, the Diſſenters are ſo far from 
on dying the like toleration, that the laws are, by this bill, 


' 
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unſck forced againſt them. 
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The Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons, on the fates 
of July, 1715.“ 


O the ſixteenth of July, 1715, evidence was givent 
the houſe of commons of great diſorders commity 
in the county of Stafford, and that ſeveral preſbyteria 
meeting houſes had been pulled down by a riotous mg 
whereupon the houſe preſented the following addreſs w 
majeſty. | | 
© Moſt gracious ſovereign, 
We your majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal fubjefl 
© the Commons in parliament aſſembled, being highly a 
© cerned at the continued endeavours of the enemies 
© your perſon and government to diſturb the tranquility 
© happineſs of your kingdoms, and to deprive your peq 
© of the great bleſſings they enjoy under your auſpica 
© reign, and it having appeared to us, that, by the a 
© couragement, and the falſe and traitorous infinuation 
© of perſons diſaffected to your title and government, pra 
© numbers of your poor deluded ſubjects have been preva 
© ed upon, in many parts of the kingdom, to allemt 
© together, and in a tumultuous and rebellious manner it 
© commit great diſorders, and do great injuries to others! 
< their fellow ſubjects and fellow Proteſtants, we think | 
© our indiſpenſable duty, on this occaſion to expreſs ou 
© utmoſt abhorrence of all ſuch traitorous proceedings, 
© our higheſt reſentment againſt the authors and promote 
© of them, and to renew to your . the hearty an 
© yigorous reſolutions of your faithful Commons toy 
© port your majeſty and your government, againſt all yol 
© open and ſecret enemies, and to contribute the utmoltl 
© our power to the honour and ſafety of your ſacred pe 
© ſon, and the quiet and ſecurity of your government. 
© And, to that end, we crave leave moſt humbly f 
© beſeech your majeſty, that you will be graciouſly pet 


„Journals of the houſe of commons, vol, 17. p. 227 
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) give directions to the ſeveral magiſtrates through- 
ut your kingdom, that the laws now in force may 
de put in a ſpeedy, and in the moſt vigorous execution, 
inſt all ſuch perſons as ſhall be found in any way 
dacerned in the rebellious and tumultuous riots and 
orders, which have been committed, and are now 
crying on, by perſons diſaffected to your majeſty, and 
your government; and that a ſtrict inquiry may be made 
diſcover the authors and promoters of them, ſo as they 
may be brought to condign puniſhment, 
And it being apparent, that the negle& or miſbehaviour 
many juſtices of peace, and other magiſtrates have 
ven great encouragement to the ſaid diſorders, we crave 
ave, in all humility, to beſeech your majeſty that an 
xccount may be taken of ſuch juſtices of the peace, as 
we failed in the diſcharge of their duty on theſe occa- 
fions, and that ſuch of them as ſhall appear to your 
majeſty to have neglected their duty, may be forthwith 
put out of the commiſſions of the peace ; and that ſuch 
ther magiſtrates as ſhall likewiſe appear to your majeſty 
to have neglected their duty therein, may be proceeded 
againſt with the utmoſt rigour of the law. 
And as your loyal commons are fully aſſured, that by 
the wiſdom and ſteadineſs of your adminiſtration, the 
ſceptre in your royal hand will ſoon become a terror to 
al thoſe, who by open or ſecret practices ſhall any way abet 
the enemies of your perſon or government, ſo, from our 
moſt dutiful regard to your majeſty, and in juſtice to thoſe 
of your ſubjects, who for their zeal and firm adherence 
to your majeſty, and your government, have been ſuf- 
ferers in the ſaid tumultuous and traitorous diſorders, we 
do moſt humbly beſeech your majeſty, that you will be 
moſt graciouſly pleaſed to give directons, that an exact 
count may be taken of the loſſes and damages which 
ay of your ſubjects have ſuſtained by reaſon of the ſaid 
tumultuous and rebellious proceedings ; and that the 
lufferers may have full compenſation made them for their 
damages; your faithful commons moſt humbly aſſure 
your majeſty, that all expences, which ſhall be incurred 
on that account, ſhall be made good to your majeſty — 
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« ſpeedily and effectually put the laws in execution gun 
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< of the next aids that ſhall be afterwards granted by py 
© hament : "i + 43% 4 

© And, for the ſecurity of your facred perſon and d 
« quieting the minds of your faithful ſubjects, we do tut 
« ther moſt humbly adviſe your majeſty that you will} 
« graciouſly pleaſed to give orders, that the magie 
throughout the kingdom, in their ſeveral ſtation e 


« Papiſts and non-jurors.” 
To which addreſs the king was pleaſed to return the fallm 


ing anſwer * 
© Gentlemen, 
J thank you heartily for your addreſs and tf 
© many marks of zeal and affection which you expreſs 
© my honour and ſafety, and the ſecurity of the kingdow 
< I will give immediate directions for putting in executia 
© the ſeveral matters which you ſo juſtly recommend ton 
And as I am reſolved, on all occaſions, to follow thi 
advice of my parliament, ſo I have no doubt, but that 
© by the bleſſing of — God, and your ſeaſonal 
© and vigorous aſſiſtance, I thall ſoon be enabled eff 
© tually to ſuppreſs that ſpirit of rebellion which is ſo in 
© duſtriouſly fomented among us, and to eſtabliſh the pe 


© and proſperity of my people.” | 24 


The Addreſs of the Diſſenting Miniſters on the fu 
of Auguſt, 1715. | 


A VGUST the ſixteenth, 1715, a few of the diſemm en 
miniſters in and about London and Weſtminſter, i 

the name of the whole body of the three denomination 

waited upon his majeſty with the following addrels : 

May it pleaſe your majeſty, 

We 2 — dutiful and loyal ſubjel 

think ourſelves obliged in duty and gratitude humby x 


® Vol. 17. p. 851. 
r « acknowledy 
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«knowledge that ſeaſonable protection which your majeſty” 
1s been pleaſed to give to thoſe of our perſuaſion, from 
le late rebellious tumults, and for your gracious anſwer 
o the addreſs of your faithful Commons, wherein th 
Gre that a full compenſation be made to thoſe whoſe 
uferings they ſo juſtly impute to their zeal and firm ad- 
herence to your majeſty and your government. 

We can aſſure your majeſty, that, no juſt occaſion 
has been given by us to our fellow ſubjects for any ſuch 
treatment, nor can the principles which oblige us to diſ- 
nt from the church of England, be a reaſonable pro- 
ocation to any who have the leaſt regard to the common 
rohts of mankind, or the rules of the chriſtian religion. 
e defire nothing more than to enjoy our civil rights 
ith a juſt liberty to profeſs our own religious ſentiments, 
which we take to be a privilege due to all men, We 
have been always ready to aſſiſt the church of England, in 
fence of the proteſtant religion, when in real and im- 
minent danger, being agreed with them and all proteſtant 
hurches, in thoſe principles that began the reformation, 
nd which alone can juſtify and ſupport it. | 
When there has been a deſign to introduce popery and 
rbitrary power, the Proteſtant Diſſenters have been 
generally firſt attacked, nor know we any other reaſon 
phy we have now ſuffered the outrage of Papiſts, non- 
urors, and other diſaffected perſons, but that they were 
ure we were a body of men fixed in our duty to your 
majeſty, and lay the moſt expoſed to popular inſults, 
zanſt which your majeſty and your two houſes of parlia- 
ent in your great wiſdom and goodneſs have given us a 
aonable, and we hope effectual ſecurity for time to 
ome, | 
' Whilit your majeſty's government is diſturbed at home, 
nd threatened with an invaſion from abroad, we can 
nlwer for thoſe of our perſuaſion, that there are not any 
them whoſe principles and inclinations will not influ- 
ace to aſſiſt and ſupport your majeſty, and the proteſtant 
©g10n, to the utmoſt of their power. We look uponour- 
ies bound by the ſtrongeſt ties of duty, gratitude, and 
tereſt, to acknowledge and maintain your majeſty's un- 
Wtedrightand title to the imperial crown of theſe realms, 
B 3 and 
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- God, for the ſafety of your majeſty's perſon while f 
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© and to declare our utmoſt abhorrence of attempts eithe K 
© home or abroad, in favour of a popiſh pretender, M 
© that gracious providence which has ſo ſignally a \ 
© bringing your majeſty to the throne of theſe kingdom. 
© continue to protect and defend your royal perſon itil ©, 
© family, againſt all attempts of your open and ſecret en 0 
mies. * 
His majeſiy was pleaſed to return a moſt gracious 'ol 

in theſe words: "a 
| I am very much concerned at the unchriſtian a is 
© barbarous treatment which thoſe of your perſuaſion 1 
© met with in ſeveral parts of my kingdom, and care . 11 
© be taken that a full compenſation be made to them i or 
their ſufferings. I thank you for this dutiful and lof« ;; 
© addreſs, and you may be aſſured of my protection. 
; '< 

m 

em 

"Ne 

The Adareſs of the Diſſenting Miniſters, on the fm n 
of March, 1717. Fn 

ARCH the fourth, 1717, the diſſenting minifen H., 

and about London, waited on his majeſty in a bu 8 

with the following addreſs ; and at their common reque 
Dr. Calamy was the preſenter of it. tf 
May it pleaſe your majeſty, TA 

© Though we are very ambitious of profeſſing il : ;. 

* allegiance and duty we owe to your majeſty on every 088: . 
© caſion, yet we never make theſe profeſſions, with gef . 
© readineſs and alacrity, than when your majeſty's govern « .. 
© ment is unhappily threatened with any diſturbance en 
© home, or from abroad, ſuch occaſions giving us the o 
© opportunity to expreſs that zeal and fidelity, by which be 
© are always defirous to be diſtinguiſhed. | « of 
© As we offered up our conſtant prayers to Alm je 


© was abroad, and have ſince ſent up our moſt hum! 


thanks, for your majeſty's ſafe return to theſe ares 
mini 
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cnininns. ſo we reckon it our great felicity, among the 
—＋ —— faithful ſubjects, that your majeſty is in this 
: your kingdom, before a rebellion concerted between a 
reftleſs faction, and ſome foreign miniſters was to break 
: . 

- We congratulate your majeſty with all humility, on 
the ſucceſs of your councils abroad, which tends to ſecure 
(our perſon and government from the malicious deſigns 
of your enemies: and that as your majeſty upon viſiting 
© your hereditary countries, ſaw ſome branches of your 
royal family in health, ſo upon your return from them, 
ou found your kingdoms in peace and tranquility, by the 
torudent adminiſtration of his royal highneſs the prince of 
Wales under your majeſty; and her royal highneſs the 
orincels recovered from a danger, which gave all your 
( majeſty's good ſubjects, the utmoſt anxiety and concern. 

We take the liberty to return your majeſty our moſt 
dutiful thanks for the privilege which we enjoy in com- 
© mon with the reſt of your ſubjects under your govern- 
ment, by which the honour, commerce and credit of this 
(nation are ſo retrieved and improved, and its ſecurity fo 
much advanced. And alſo for the ſteps which your 
' majeſty has been pleaſed to take towards the repairing 
ene damages which ſeveral of our perſuaſion ſuffered by 
the late rebellious tumults, purſuant to the addreſs of the 
honourable houſe of Commons, and your majeſty's moſt 
gracious anſwer, 

Me unfeignedly wiſh your majeſty as intire a poſſeſſion 
' of the hearts of all thoſe of your ſubjects that have been 
ſo unjuſtly and violently ſet againſt you, as your majeſty 
* has of the affections of all of our perſuaſion throughout 
your dominions. Among us we know not that you have 
an open, a ſecret, or ſuſpected enemy, nor any, who, not- 
' withſtanding what they have ſuffered from your majeſty's 
enemies, or the neglect they have hitherto met with from 
' others (for whoſe ſakes, and with whom, they have always 
deen content to ſuffer) can be brought to the leaſt degree 
of indifference about any thing that concerns your ma- 
Jelty, your family, or your adminiſtration. We reckon it 

cur peculiar glory, that during the late unnatural rebel- 
lion, there was not any of our principles, who did not 
4 © expreſs 
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© expreſs the utmoſt zeal for the ſuppreſſing it, in their bs 
© ral ſtations and capacities. | 

© Your majeſty's penetration will, we doubt not, ex 
© lead you to diſcern, that ſuch a body of your faiths 
© ſubjects deſerve to be diſtinguiſhed in another mam 
© than by marks of infamy. Their conſolation is, t 
© they were put under ſome of them, for what was hore 
© at that time would have been for your ſervice. Had vw 
© majeſty and the nation, found it ſo, we had been # 
© more eaſy. 

© We think it the particular honour of the Protefs 
© Diſſenters that their ſtrict adherence to the intereſt of you 
© illuſtrious family, before your majeſty's acceſſion, and the 
© loyalty to it fince, have drawn down upon them fo mud 
Y of the fury of ſome of their fellow ſubjects. We 
© not conſcious what elſe could render us obnoxious « 
© them. Our principles being, as we hope, the mu 
© friendly to mankind, and amounting to no more that 
© theſe of 4 general toleration to all peaceable ſubjeAi*, mi 
© verſal love and charity to all chrifians, and td act aluoj 
in matters of religion as God ſhall give us light into his wi 
© about them, 

We do not ſo much as expect or defire any thing tt 
© ought to give any one the leaſt diſturbance, We only wiſh 
that under your majeſty, as the common father of all yc 
© loyal people, thoſe of our perſuaſion might not want 


That the liberal principles here laid down were in truth the pri 
ciples of the Diſſenters at the time of preſenting this addreſs, as well 
at the preſent day, will appear from the following extract from A Pla 
© for the Sacramental Teſt as a juſt Security to the Church eftabliſ 
© and very conducive to the Welfare of the State, written by Anthon 
Ellys, D. D. late lord biſhop of St. David's and publiſhed in 1736. 

The only — and avowed change of principles that 
© can find to have been among them (the Proteſtant Diſſentert) ſeems 
© to be with regard to the toleration of thoſe whom they think to bx 
© erroneous in religion: In that point indeed, they no longer adhereto 
© the rigid notions of the ancient ſectaries. They have made ſuct 
© public and full declarations for general liberty of judgment, ad 
5 and for mutual forbearance and chriſtian benevolence 

his teſtimony in favour of the Diſſenters ought ſurely to have weigh 
for it is the teſtimony of an enemy, in the very inſtant of oppoing 
them. Biſhop Sherlock too gives them credit for entertaining the pn. 
ciple here laid down, of being friends to a general toleration, wo 
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« capacity, as We hope your majeſty will find they never 
© want an inclination, to promote the true intereſt of the 
( proteſtant religion, and of their country. | 

May the great God continue to multiply his bleſſings 
t upon your majeſty, and every branch of your royal 
family: And after you have for many years ruled faith- 
«fully for God on earth, may you reign gloriouſly with 
him for ever in heaven.” | 


To which addreſs his majeſty was pleaſed to return a 
gracious anſwer in theſe words. | 

] thank you for your dutiful and affectionate addreſs. 
] am fully convinced of the loyalty and zeal of the Pro- 
(teſtant Diſſenters. I will give order for the ſpeedy pay- 
©mert of the damages they ſuſtained in the late tumults. 
And they and you ſhall always have my protection.“ 


The Addreſs of the Corporation of Wycombe, preſented 
to King George 1. in 1717. 


f E your majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, 

© beg leave to approach your royal perſon with 

hearts full of gratitude to Almighty God, for your ma- 
jeſty's happy return into your dominions. 

© The wiſe and irreproachable conduct of his royal high- 

* neſs the prince of Wales, during your majeſty's abſence, had 

* been ſufficient to extinguiſh the ſpirit of rebellion amongſt 

us, and ſettling every thing on a ſure and laſting foundation, 

"were not the obdurate malice of our enemies ſuch as no 


they differ widely as to the meaning of theſe words. With bi 
dherlock and the high church party toleration is an indulgence, whic 
de government may with-hold or modify; with the Proteſtant Diſ- 
lenters (as with the great Locke and moderate churchmen) it is a right 
wuch the civil magiſtrate cannot reſtrain in the ſmalleſt degree. This 
Citinttion unfortunately ſtill ſubſiſts, and has occaſioned the preſent 
Ulpute about the repeal of the ſacramental teſt laws. 


_ © lenity 


8 J 


© ſenity can conquer nor reaſon ſubdue which plainly ap- 
a 


© pears by their forming a deſign to invade us with 


© power, and make their country a prey to an ambitions 
© cruel enemy, notwithſtanding the happineſs they might 
© enjoy under your majeſty's moſt auſpicious government, 
which, like the ſun extends its influence alike to the jul 
© and unjuſt, &c. 

© We doubt not that all Proteſtants will by the 
© influence of your majeſty's adminiſtration, be united: 
© and that part of them, who at preſent, by law are ex- 
© cluded, put upon an equal footing with their fellow ſub- 
© jets: that ſo the hands of the church of England may be 
© ſtrengthened againſt the Papiſts and their wicked 
rents. 


The Adareſs of the Inhabitants of Ayleſbury, in 1717, 


T* an addreſs from the inhabitants of Ayleſbury, preſented 
g * his majeſty king George I. in the year 1717, it is 
aid, 
© Amongſt the many proofs your majeſty hath given 
© of your tender love to your people, there is no one hath 
a juſter pretence to the applauſe and thanks of all, than the 
© appointing his royal highneſs the prince of Wales to be 
guardian of the realm in your majeſty's abſence, by whoſe 
© prudence and juſtice the nah of our enemies have been 
© diſappointed, and the nation ſettled in a patient and 
© flouriſhing ſtate, even before the late unnatural rebellion 
© was over in the remoteſt parts of your majeſty's domi- 
© nions. 
© As the uniting the Proteſtants of theſe kingdoms would 
© be the moſt likely way to break the meaſures, and defeat 
© the councils of our adverſaries, ſo we doubt not but that 
© (when your majeſty and the parliament in their great 
© wiſdoms ſhall think proper) all the obſtructions (which 
© a great part of our fellow ſubjects lie under by the malice 
© of a few ill deſigning men, who cloak their treaſons 
© under the ſpecious pretence of zeal for the church) vil 
© effectually be removed,” 1. 
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The Speech of the Duke of Bolton, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, to both Houſes of Parliament, on the firſt of 
July, 1719, and their Addreſſes. x 


3 the firſt, 1719, the duke of Bolton, lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, in his ſpeech to the parliament there, 
had this paragraph: | 
© It is obvious and viſible to every conſidering man, 

© that a good agreement and union among all Proteſtants 
© will greatly contribute to this end,” (viz. of diſappoint- 
ing the enemies of the government) and the numbers 
© as well as ſtrict union of the Papiſts among themſelves, 
together with their apparent inclinations and attachment 
© to the intereſt of the pretender, ſeem to make it more 
immediately neceſſary at this time. In what manner a 
© thing ſo deſirable may be obtained, his majeſty leaves to 
* your conſideration, and has commanded me to acquaint 
© you, that as he has the welfare of the church by law 
' eſtabliſhed under his peculiar care, and reſolves always to 
© ſupport and maintain it, ſo it would be very pleaſing to 
© him, if any method could be found (not inconſiſtent 
c with the _ of it) to render the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
© more uſeful and capable of ſerving his majeſty, and ſup- 
* porting the Proteſtant intereſt, than they now are, th 
© having upon all occaſions given ſufficient proofs of their 
* being well-affeted to his majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment, and to the ſucceſſion of the crown in his royal 
* houſe, and this (ſays he) I am ordered to lay before you, 
as a thing greatly importing his majeſty's ſervice and your 
* own ſecurity,” 

The lords in their addreſs upon this ſpeech, ſaid that As 
* they took notice of his majeſty's reſolution to ſupport and 
* maintain the church by law eſtabliſhed, and his having 
the welfare of it under his peculiar care, ſo did they aſſure 
© his majeſty, that as that houſe would always uſe its utmoſt 
' endeavours to ſupport the church as by Jaw eſtabliſhed, 
ſo it would take into timely and ſerious conſideration 
* what might be the moſt proper method (not yr" 
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© with the ſecurity of the conſtitution in church and ſtate 
© to render all Proteſtants more uſeful, and more capable of 
« ſupporting the proteſtant intereſt than they were 
The Commons alſo harmonized, and thanking his ma. 
jeſty for his peculiar care of the church as by law eſtabliſbed, 
they aſſured him that, © That houſe would enter into ſuch 
© methods as might render the Proteſtant Difſenters more 
© uſeful, and capable of ſupporting the intereſts of that 
© kingdom, as far as might be confiſtent with the 

© and ſecurity of their preſent happy conſtitution in church 
© and ſtate.” And they ſoon after paſſed a bill intituled, 
An Act for rendering the Proteſtant Diſſenters more 
uſeful, and capable of ſupporting the Proteſtant Intereſt 
of that Kingdom, and for exempting them from certain 
Penalties to which they were before ſubject. 

In anſwer to theſe addreſſes the lord lieutenant explicit] 
declared his wiſhes, that the civil diſability inflicted by the 
teſt laws might be removed. In his anſwer to that of the 
Iriſh houſe of lords, he thus expreſſed himſelf, *© His ma- 
jeſty hopes that it will not be found inconſiſtent with the 
© ſecurity of the eſtabliſhed church, but on the contrary, 
© will be looked upon as a means conducive thereto, to 
* ſtrengthen the proteſtant intereſt by rendering numbers of 
© his majeſty's ſubjects here, who by the legal incapacities 
© they now lie under, are diſabled from contributing to its 
© ſupport, more uſeful to his majeſty's ſervice, and to the 
© preſervation of the con/titution both in church and flat.” 
And in his anſwer to the Iriſh houſe of commons are theſe 
words: © His majeſty is glad to find them ſenſible of the 
© danger of the eſtabliſhed church of Ireland from the great 
© number of Papiſts and other diſaffected perſons ; hoping 
this conſideration will incline them to enter upon ſuch 
© methods, as may make the Proteſtant Diſſenters not only 
© more eaſy, but more uſeful to the ſupport of the conflitu- 
© tion both in church and flate; and will prove a great ad- 
© dition of ſtrength to the proteſtant intereſt.” 

This attempt in Ireland * ſucceeded no better than that 
which he had made in England : and after acknowledging 


It was not till the reign of his preſent majeſty, as will be mentioned 
hereafter, that the Teſt Act was repealed in Ireland. 
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the ſervices of the Diſſenters in both countries, who had 
riſqued their lives and fortunes in his defence, he had the 
mortification to be prevented by the teſt laws from diſtin- 
euiſhing them by marks, of royal favour. Tae 


The Addreſs of the Difenting Miniſters, on the twenty- 
third of November, 1722, 2 


6 the twenty- third, 1722, the following 
addreſs was preſented to his majeſty by the diſſenting 
miniſters of the three denominations in and about the cities 
of London and Weſtminſter, with Mr. Matthew Clarke 
at their head : N | 
© May it pleaſe your majeſty, if 
© We have ſo often returned thanks to Almighty 
God for your majeſty's peaceable ſettlement upon the 
{Britiſh throne, and ſo heartily prayed for the continuance 
© of your happy government, that we muſt of all people be 
© the moſt inconſiſtent with ourſelves, if we ſhould not be 
very ſenſibly affected with the kindneſs of Divine Provi- 
dence, in diſcovering the vile deſigns of thoſe, who in de- 
* fiance of all, even the moſt ſacred engagements, have 
been, and are ſtill, fighting againſt their own happineſs, 
*and ſtriving to make themſelves and the whole nation 
© miſerable, | 5 

It grieves us that our native country ſhould produ 
ſuch monſters of ingratitude and perfidiouſneſs. We are 
*at a loſs to expreſs how much we abhor their practices. 
And as for the principles that lead into them, we cannot 
but account them as fooliſh, as they are impious. 

To imagine that a proteſtant kingdom ſhould flouriſh 
under popiſh counſels, or our religious and civil liberties 
be beſt ſecured, by ſacrificing them to the avowed ene- 
mies of both, are abſurdities too groſs to be digeſted, by 
*any that know the value of either. 
| We aſſure your majeſty, that we as miniſters of the 
eoſpel of peace, are fully determined always to recom- 

mend loyalty and fidelity to your majeſty and your 
© covernment, 
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government, and it is no ſmall ſatisfaction to us, that ye 


© are engaged with a people ſo well diſpoſed in this 
© as the body of Proteſtant Diſſenters: of whom — 


c with ſafety declare, that in all parts of the kingdom, 
© adhere moſt inviolably to your majeſty, as their on 
© rightful and lawful ſovereign, and are very ſenſible of the 
© many bleſſings of your auſpicious reign, which is not only 
© juſt and equal at home, but glorious abroad, through the 
© tender concern which your majeſty upon all occafions is 
© pleaſed to diſcover, for the liberties of Europe, and of 
© our proteſtant brethren in foreign parts. | 

© And we pleaſe ourſelves with the hopes, that, the 
© reſtleſs attempts of a diſappointed party, to make their 
© country a ſcene of blood, by bringing in upon us 2 
© popiſh pretender, will contribute to the fixing your 
© majeſty the firmer, if poſſible upon the throne, and vil 
© endear you the more to all your people, and the better 
© ſecure to them and their poſterity, the happy eſtabliſhment 
© of the proteſtant ſucceſſion. 

© Inclination (great Sir) as well as duty, will lead us to 
© continue our ardent prayers, that your majeſty's inyalu- 
© able life may be long preſerved, that your counſels may 
© be PO to the full detection of the traitorous de- 
© figns of your enemies, and the ſtrengthening of our com- 
mon ſecurity, and that the crown may flouriſh in your 
© majeſty's royal houſe, in all ſucceeding ages. 


His majeſiy made them a gracious anſwer in theſe words, 


] thank you for this loyal and dutiful addreſs. Your 
© ſteady and conſtant adherence and affection to my perſon 
© and government gives you a moſt juſt title to my protec- 
© tion,on which you may always depend. 
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The Addreſs of the Diſſenting Miniſters on the eleventh 
of March, 1727. 


ARCH the eleventh, 1727, The proteſtant diſſent- 

ing miniſters in and about London and Weſtmiſter 
waited on his majeſty with the following addreſs, which 
vas preſented by the reverend Mr. Joſeph Burroughs, 

May it pleaſe your majeſty, 

© With hearts full of duty and gratitude. for the 
many ineſtimable bleſſings we enjoy under your majeſty's 
(wiſe and gracious government, we beg leave to expreſs 
(our moſt hearty concurrence with the reſt of your loyal 
ſubjects, in a juſt concern and reſentment at the attempts 
' of ſome foreign powers, to violate at once, the rights of 
your majeſty's crown, and the moſt valuable intereſts of 
(your people. Not content with a deſign to impoveriſh a 
nch and flouriſhing nation, by turning the ſtream of 
commerce into another channel, or with the demand of 
places efſential to the ſecurity of our trade, acquired in a 
{juſt war, and aſcertained to us by ſolemn treaties, they 
would add the worſt of miſchiefs, the impoſition of a 
popiſn pretender, 

This laſt inſult above all others raiſes our indignation. 
If ever God for our fins ſhould ſuffer that vile project to 
take effect, it muſt entirely reverſe all the diſtinguiſhing ad- 
' vantages procured to theſe kingdoms by the glorious 
revolution, and ſince further ſecured, with the expence 
of ſo much blood and treaſure, and deprive late poſterity 
'0 all the happineſs contrived for them by the wiſe counſels 
'of King William of immortal. memory. It muſt ſub- 
vert our fundamental laws, which ſecure the right of your 
maſeſty, and of your proteſtant deſcendants to reign over 
Britain, as firmly as they ſecured to Britiſb ſubjects their 
private rights. It muſt therefore inevitably involve us in 

confuſion and ruin. And not affect Britons alone, but 


( . . l , 
'the liberties of Europe, and the proteſtant intereſt in 
seneral. For we are perſuaded, the conviction is grow- 

ing 
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© ing univerſal that neither the one nor the other of the 
© can ſubſiſt without the Prote/lantSucceſſin, Thoughevent 
© are out of all human reach, yet we cannot but hope fra RE 
© the watchful care of that kind of Providence, Wich hat 
© been fo often excited in our favour, from the juſtice 
© the cauſe in which we are engaged, from the wile ore 
© cautions already taken by your majeſty, from the fidel 
© and ſteadineſs of your counſels, from the zeal-of 4c 
© parliament, and from your great and extenſive alli 
© that ſuch pernicious deſigns inſtead of being attend 
© with ſucceſs, will be made to iſſue in the farther eftabli 
© ment of your majeſty's throne and the tranquility of yo 
c people. | 

For this we offer up our hearty prayers to the King 
© kings. And we ſhall not ceaſe to uſe our beſt endeavoy 
© to recommend all dutiful and cheerful ſubjection do 
© righteous government, and while we are t 
© afſurances of our inviolable adherence to your mie 
© and your royal houſe, we believe we ſpeak the ſenſe of 
© who attend our miniſtrations, who are zealoſly devett 
© by principle and affection, as well as by intereſt, toye 
© perſon and family. 


May your majeſty, ſecure of tranſmitting your cr 


© and glory to your royal progeny, and happy in ſcing t 
© confirmed health and proſperity of every branch of yo 
© family, long live the arbiter of Europe, the patron oft 
© oppreſſed every where; and the common father 
© Proteſtants: and may yourſelf enjoy, for many en 
© peace, the bleſſed conſequences of all your royal car 
© reigning over a people duly ſenſible of their on ſeia 
© more reformed from public threatening vices z' and md 
© united than ever, in piety to God, in Joyalty to th 
© prince, in liberty to ſerve their country, and in m 
© affection to one another, * 

His majeſiy was pleaſed to return a gracious anjwtr 
theſe _ cl . you for this dutiful and k 
© addreſs. This ſeaſonable inſtance of your zeal fort 
© perſon and government, cannot but be very acceptable 
© me; you may depend upon my continued pr 


THE END. 


